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CPavsteamenta) Ulusie atthe tederatal Chatch 7 Or leans 

jins of Instrument ans Player 

1771 - 1808 Sometime leiween these two dates, the sinrst 

| instrument ever used in the Church, was the 
. Bass-viol, to accompany the singers. 

7852 The CAurch voted $7150.00 to suy a harmonium, 

a small need organ. The player was /lelen Higgins 
wio received ihe sum of $23.00 a year salary, 

On Aprik 4,1596, it was suggested thal a pipe organ 
he purchase, day insta lod jor its finst concert 
on june 16, 71896. (irs. Henry K, Cummings was the 
organist, 

7906-7908 (liss Edna Taylor, al the age of 18, was the organist 
during these two years.She receives a salary of 
$7.00 per Sunday. 

7908 -7970 Olive Eldredge was the organist. 

7971-7965 Agnes B.iopeins, at the age of 18, was the organist 
pon the next 54 years, Her sister Iiary B, Gould, 
was the substitute, as needed, 

Aunty (as we all calles her) was a beautiful woman, 

a true CAristian woman, flow she ever playes the Last 
few yoars,] will never understand, as her hanes were 
40 artinilic ans the organ was not that easy to play. 


Her Faith abllowes her to Linish those Last four years, 


a OT me eee Tid 


J’ m sure. 
1952-53 fins. (langanet Loomis donated Carillons, in pemory of, 
her hushans, Lynn, to the Church, 
They were a joy to all those who heard them, 


7965 fla. Theodore Appethaum was the next organist Jor one 
year ana nine months, 
1966 September of this yearn, fiartha Harsing, who was 


the Chainman of Lhe (iusic Committee, came to my home 
on Route 2b-asked i, J would he willingon intenestleal 
in playing the ongan at the Federated Church, J 
declined, but apparently sre didn’t give up as she 
was hack in lwo weeks wilh the sane proposition, 
fly hushand urged me lo do il, J said J would until 
a permanent onganist was appointed, J stayed 8 F 
years, then J resigned, 
in. Alfred Peterson was tie next organist, hut he 

ned for 2 on three months, at which time J came 
hack again, uniiffisey sought another organist, 


1974 


7976 


1977 


ns. Lucy Sigafoo was appointed to be the Organist, 

She remained for four years wien she moved to Florisda, 
Faank Toppa was the hoin Director and thought it 

would be nice if we had a Hand-Lell (hoin. Two groups, 
from out of town ane from tuo different Churches, came 
to demostnrate tiein /Hand-Bells. So hetween money jrom 
Agnes Hopkins ane donations Jrom members o, Lhe church, 
the bells were onrdenred-they came in J wher and Frank 
btanrted teaching the players ane on Christmas 1976, they 
were playes’ jor the finst Lime. 

They are a beautiful addition to the music of our Church, 
After lins. Sigafoo ay Lo Florida, Frank Toppa took 
over the organ. { 
Faank Toppa was appointed Lhe permanent Organist. 

J wish Frank Cood Luck and Suceess ans! when the organ 
has heen completelyinenovated, J hope it will se all 
he wishes it to be. 
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It has been a wonderful experience, which 
I consider a privilege, to have had assoc- 
iation with alI the fine Christian people, ~ 
who have been either members or friends of 
the church, thru the. EM fifty ate as 
Organiste 

In 1906-Rev. Howard , Ae Morton-came as 
minister-a young but. deeply spiritual man, 


Dear friends one and all- 


|. who was the reason for my. joining the Con- 


gregational Church. His reasons for accep- 
ting and serving Christ were so simple but 
sO convincing. His pastorate was of about 
two years or a little more. 

“After Rev. Morton, came Rev. Haig Adadour- 
ian-a fine Christian. During his stay of 
about four years-the gown or robe for the 
minister was adopted. 
9#for a short while Rev. Frank Kasson and | 
Rev. Oliver (both retired) served in the 
pulpit-until Rev. Newton I. Jones and Mrs. 
Jones came to occupy the new parsonage, 
(which is the present one). During Reve 
Jones pastorate Norman and I were married 
and for three years I was absent from the 
Organe 

Rev. Arnaldo Natino was the next minister 
and the music took on the revival type and 
lots of spirit, highly joyous and lots. of 


| pageants with msic. 


Reve or Partington-the next pastor- 
brought the Evangelistic music-which is 
very singable and moving. Again many pag= 
eants with music. 

Reve Frederick W. Alden (now Dr.) became 
our pastor. The music and whole church at- 
mosphere became more worshipful. Many of 
our present members joined during his five 
years of service. 

Reve Philip A. Job-next-the choir had 
many new members and changes took place. 

Rev. Robert Divine-from Harvard made many 
admirers with his excellent delivery-and 
the music became slow and dignified. 

Now a period while Rev. Alexander Mac 
Caulay-a Scotch Presbyterian-retired from 


| the pulpit but supplying when needed helped 


US. 

Next a number of months-without a minis- 
ter-Mr. Warren Clark, S.S. Supt.-read the. 
Scriptures, offered prayer and at this time 
a group of younger folks filled the choir. 


_ Sunday Schcol was carried on and some of 


| Wilkinson's help brought us beautiful music. 
| At this point-the Federation of churches | 


the faithful members much older stood by. 
Rev. Paul Wilkinson's pastorate’ with Mrse 


came into exis tances 
continued | 


Ne Tevircmen’ par vy Ob ise Norman 


34 [966 


Reve Scott Siegle and Rev. Kroum Jordan 
brought us 17 years of wonderful church 
life. I believe my love for the Organ 
‘increased if that was possibles 

Rev. Norman Farnum's fine service, with 


“age 2 


. his keen ear for organ and choir, kept 


us on our toese oe 
Next, a pastorate with Rev. James Rogers 
followed by Rev. Edwin Carter, retired, 


who brought peace and good will to our 


music and church. Now for the present- 
with Rev. Foster Phillips who inspires 
one whether playing, singing or working 
to do his best. 

There is so much that comes to mind that 
would perhaps interest-but this is a long 
retirement "thank you". 

My deep appreciation to all who through 
the years encouraged me to keep one To 


.my husband for his patience when I was so 


often at rehearsals. To everyone, for the 


beautiful engraved silver plate, and gift 


of money, for the gifts from individuals, 
the beautiful painting from the Senior 
Choir, the gifts of msic box, May basket 
and song from the Junior Choir. To the 
Committees who planned and arranged the 
Retirement Party which was so lovelye 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 


‘pees Agnes B. Hopkins 


Just say "thank you!"! That was the 
directive given to me when I asked how { 
best I could express my feelings for a 
truly wonderful and memorable evening; 
an evening I will always remember for its 


‘warmth, joy and beautiful setting. 


To the reception committee, the music 
committee, the members and friends of the 
church and to "Auntie" for the privilege 
of working with her and for sharing a 
most happy time-a heartfelt and sincere 
"thank you". 

Marjorie R. Schofield 


‘The Music Committee wishes to thank Mrs. 
Richard I. Mulholland and her committee 
-Mrs. Henry E. Clark, Mrs. Robert E. Dick- 


son and Mrs. Paul B. Edwards and all those 
who so generously contributed toward mak- 
ing the retire t part f Mrs. Norman | 


so successful. 
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Theresa A. Cummings 


A Brief History of the First Congregational Church , in What 


is now called, Orleans. linden fencers oo * aug 
‘ hey parm at he Garuany Bo, (£97 : Sem ae 
In 1644 the Colonial Church which had for several years existed in 
the town of Plymouth, contemplating a removal to some more favorable 
location, appointed a Committee from their body to explore the adjoining 
regions, and see if they could find some better place where they could 
remove as a body. 


That Committee visited a place called by the natives, Nauset. Having 
purchased the same of the Indians, they returned back to Plymouth and 
reported their doings. 


But after due consideration of the Matter they abandoned the project, 
as a Church organization, and decided to remain where they were for a 
while longer, at least. 


A portion, however, of that Committee being desirous of changing 
their place of abode decided to remove with their families to Nauset, 
and having obtained from the Colony the title to the territory which 
they had previously obtained from the Indians - Seven families, came 
over from Plymouth, and located in this vicinity, more properlynow 
Eastham, in the year 1644. Commencing a Settlement at that time and 
with such accession as very readily came to them. In 1646 they were 
incorporated as a town, by the name of Nauset, Which in a few months 
they changed to Eastham. In the same year this Church, now the first 
Congregational Church in Orleans was organized - Being few in number and 
Financially unable to support a regularly settled ministry, they obtained 
such religious teachers as best they could for the first twenty five years 
or more. They very soon built them a small meeting house twenty feet 
Square with a thatched roof with holes in the sides, through which they 
might fire their muskets in case of any attack from the Indians by whom 
they were surrounded. This building was located on the north Margin of 
the town Cove, so called. 


The Rev. John Mayo came to Eastham at this time and took the im-— 
mediate charge of the Church as their religious teacher and continued as 
their Minister from its organization till the year 1655. From which time 
Mr. Thomas Crosby was employed by the Church to carry on the Public services 
of the Lords Day. ti1946/0% 


In 1672 they gave the Rev. Samuel Treat a regular call to settle 
among them as their Pastor which he accepted and was ordained to the Gospel 
Ministry. 


He continued in the ministry until his death March 18, 1717, a term 
of forty five years. 


After his death, the Church was supplied with a few candidates, for 
about a year, when the Rev. Samuel Osborn, a graduate of the University 
of Dublin was ordained Sept. 18, 1718. About this time it was decided to 
build two meeting houses, one for the North part and one for the South part 
of the town. After considering different several localities, they decided 
to build a Meeting house on the spot, in 1719, and the main branch of the 
Church, together with their Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Osborn occupied the 


2 (Arscon Meggene Chunel eatery) 
new meeting house. 


Mr. Osborne continued his ministry with this part of the original 
Church until sometime in 1738 When he was dismissed and the Rev. Joseph 
Crocker of Barnstable was called and ordained as their Pastor, September 12, 
1739, and continued his labors until his death, March 2, 1772 in the 58th 
year of his age and the 33rd of his ministry. Mr. Crocker was very soon 
Succeeded by the Rev. Jonathan Bascom, who was ordained as Pastor Oct. alhy 
1772. The first Records of this Church to be found were commenced by him 
and headed "Records of the first Church in Eastham bepungOct,./ Ay Ot bare. 
Settling beyond question that this was considered at that time (to say the 
least) the first Church, and that the middle or North Church was the 
branch - He also refers to other records, existing at that time but whi 
have never been found to this day. Mr. Bascom died in 1807 aged 67 having, 
here in Word and Doctrin thirty five years. Very soon after Mr. Bascom's — 
death the Rev. Daniel Johnson was invited to preach to them and was unan- 
imously called to settle with them as their Pastor, and was ordained as 
Buch March 11,1608, a Native’ of Bridgewater in this state and a graduate 
of Brown University. He continued to be the Pastor of the Church for 20 
years, when he was dismissed at his own request. After his dismission 


_the Church was supplied by Rev. John Ti¢-ner » Who in the course of his 


ministry was particularly instrumental in interesting the people of this 
Church and Society in building a new house of Worship having occupied the 
Beemer for one hundred and eleven years. 


| On the records of this Church Book Ist, Page 306 is found the following 


Memorandum 1829 June 29."This being an important epoch in the history of 
this Church, it should be recorded to the praise of God that he has 
inclined the hearts of this people to build an house for God and with 
Great unanimity in their Counsils and procedings. 


On the 29th of June 1829, the materials for building being already, 


the workmen began to frame the building, and having all things ready to 


put up the new house, on the 13th of July 1829 by the united exertions of 
the society our old house of worship was taken down (without any injury to 
any one, or any one being hurt) and removed from off the ground, and on the 
16th (same week) the new house was raised on the same Spot with out the 


least harm to any one and without the use of any ardent Spirits. Being 
boarded in, on July 19, we held worship in the new house and continued to 
worship there (except one Sabbath, until the house was finished. On the 
18 of November 1829 our Spacious and commodious meeting house was dedicated 


to the Sacred Ministry and may he dwell there by His Spirit. 


The text selected by Mr. Tutner as a basis of his first sermon in 


the new house, was 1st Kings, 8th-27verse- "Behold the heaven and heaven 
of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have 
builded?" And this same text was the foundation of his Dedicatory sermon 


at its dedication . 


From 1830 to 1835 the Church was supplied with different Ministers, 
when the Rev. Stillman Pratt in April 1835 was called and settled as the 
Pastor, when after a successful pastorate, was dismissed, April 23, 1839. 


: He Magcwa Chunk Histo —/£ 09 


After about two years, the Rev. Jacob White commenced his labors with 
them, and continued as acting pastor with great unanimity and success, for 
about 20 years. Since which time they have been favored with a faithful 
andsuccessful ministry by the following - Rev. D. N. White, J. M. Wight, 
Rev. Charles E. Harwood 10 years, Rev. George W. Andrews, Rev. H. M. Holmes, 
13 years, and T. Bickford to Dec. 31, 1888. 


But me thinks I hear some one day we don't care who preached, but tell us 
what SEY preached - I feel very glad to do so — TI presume there can be 
no doubt in the minds of any at all familiar with the Religious history of 
our forefathers, but that the churches organized so near the time of the 
establishment of the "Confessions of Faith" of the Puritans who had just 
| fled to these shores for the very purpose that they might find a home of 
freedom to worship God according to their own Biblical ideas were any other 
than "orthodox", but we are not left to mere conjecture on this point for 
as early as 1656 we find the following "The General Court in session that 
year addressed the following Advice or instruction, to the Gmmisieonesof the 
Colonies, reminding them of, and referring them to the solemn covenant* 
and from j|ses , the United Colonies, Made one with another —- not only 
to strengthen the hearts and hands of each other in the propagation of 
religion.in its ‘purity, to which the Wmesedenc replied, "We cannot without 
| breach of charity take it for a thing granted generally by the inhabitants 
of the United Colonies, that an able and orthodox ministr ,» is a precious 
Pruitt of, Christ's: death, Resurrection, and ascension and necessary for the 
| Spiritual good of his people, and to be duly sought after in every society, ° 
or township, within the general jurisdiction -, Again, July Jjwl/i6see 
| town meeting - it was voted that the town take care to settle a minister, 
'"Able and orthodox." 
logresone 
Me, Tne gi eran the Rev. Samuel Treat who was the Pastor of this 

Church from 1672 to 1717\hepresenis him as a man of much kindness of heart, 
but as a Calvinist of the straitest Sect. "If any of you have any doubt 

on this point, I would refer you to extracts of his sermon, found published 
in Bayley's History of Plymouth, Part 2, page 222, 223." He was a man of 
talent and was eminently successful in the conversion of the Indians, so } 
much so that in 1685 the praying Indians, men and women, within the limits , 
of this parish numbered 500 and the children here Supposed to be thrice that 
number. 


The Rev. Samuel Osborn is a man of vision and Virtue » was settled as 
Orthodox but after a while embraced the faith of At mini * | While the 
church retained the faith of Calvin, and in consequence thought proper to 
dismiss him. 


In 1720 the town built a new house for the middle church and they at once. 
took measures to obtain a candidate for settlement with them and a committee | 
was appointed to seek for some suitable person who should be orthodox and of 
good conversation. 


Rev. Joseph Crocker who settled over this church in 1739, was born in 
Barnstable, graduated at Harvard College in 1734, was a strict Calvinist, 
a man of puutenee » and faithful as a minister. 


F Refre h tte Otictles of Grupderation Sees He Se 
hrc, henge in LOS and Dotted nti (0F6, “Uta Hea thartine of 
deere ia ate) Vocotid Dey a tormuienton 
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; | 


The historian tells us that the successor of Mr. Crocker, the Rev. Jonathar 
Bascom skeuid labored here in word and doctrine 35 years -. He was a man of 
good talent, and accomplishments, ele and devoted to his calling, his 
death was much lamented by his people —- He administered baptism to 996 
persons —- admitted 245 to his church -. Of the Rev. Daniel Johnson who 
succeeded Mr. Bascom, it was said he was a Unitarian and Atminian but was 
soon convinced of these errors and hopefully converted."1 think he ought to 
have been" But that is not true - I spent a day with him at his home in 
Fairport, N. Y. in 1861. When he told me that in about six months after his 
settlement, he commenced preaching the doctrine of repentance and faith as 
the Condition of salvation, resulting in many extensive revivals - .. He 
baptized 525 persons and admitted 150 members to the church - solomnised 244 
marriages . In corresponding with his daughter who is still living her 
father was never a Unitarian but was for a while an Ait nin iar but ina 
short time embraced orthodoxy in its in purity : 


_ On 1831 this Church adopted its present Creed, which by the best 
theologians of today, is as near the teachings of that Word of God, as 
any to be found. 


About nine months ago under the energising influence of their minister, 
this Church and parish started out with ‘y~@newed and quickened effort to 
accomplish, what had been a great want -- better facilities for conducting 
their religious worship, and Christian service, whose faith and labor has 
been so richly rewarded that today, we are able to convince ourselves 
together, and here in this public manner, and in the presence of, and by 
the aid of this congregation, and of our many friends, not here, publicly 
rededicate this fine, convenient building to the worship of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and with the continued prayer, that the Triune God 
may dwell here by His spirit. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN PROPRIE- 
TORS. 


The following fact in the history of the town of Eastham 
did not come to the knowledge of the writer until it was too 


late to insert it in its proper place. 


In the year 1743 the town made a division of all the re- 
maining undivided upland and sedge lands, belonging to all 
the inhabitants in common, lying southerly from a line run- 
ning from Slut’s bush to Boat Meadow river, and then by 
vote granted them to one hundred and thirty-seven persons, 
1..e. all the male inhabitants, at that time, over twenty-one 
years of. age, who became the legal proprietors of them. 
After many years these lands became valuable, in conse- 
quence of the grass which grew up where there was little or 
none at the time of the division. Deep channels became fill- 
ed and covered with stass, which also sprung up on the edge 
of the meadow west of the beach. Of Jate years the town 
has contended that these new meadows were common pro- 
perty and should be under its control. 

A committee was chosen to investigate the matter, and 
power given them to apply to Hon. Nymphas Marston for 
his opinion, who, after an examination of the case, stated 
that the town had no title to the premises, but that the town 
did in 1743 convey this property to the one hundred and 
thirty-seven Proprietors, their heirs, assigns, &c, 
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